
Conference Schedule

Tuesday, May 27

Afternoon Film Series
View compelling documentary films on poverty in America.

Exhibit Hall
Explore resources available to communities across the country through demonstrations of online, interactive 

tools for reducing poverty and promoting prosperity.

Wednesday, May 28
Opening Plenary Breakfast

Poverty-Reduction Models and Tools
The conference’s 20 break-out sessions focus on innovative, community-based ideas, proven models and 

advocacy initiatives from across the country. Come prepared to discover ways you can adapt these efforts to 

benefit your own community. Choose four of 20 sessions offered (selections repeated Thursday).

Exhibit Hall

Luncheon Speaker: Shifting Paradigms for Lasting Change
As the daughter of migrant farmers, Donna Beegle was immersed in poverty for most of her life. Finally, at age 

25, as a high school dropout and single mother with no job skills, she bravely took the first step toward breaking 

her cycle of generational poverty. Over the next 10 years, she tackled seemingly endless obstacles and earned 

numerous degrees, culminating with a doctorate in educational leadership from Portland State University. She 

is now president of Communication Across Barriers, a consulting firm devoted to improving communication 

and relationships across race, class, gender and generational barriers. We are proud to open our conference 

with her story and message of hope, which is bound to inspire and invigorate you. 

Evening Keynote Speaker
Chip Heath is a professor of organizational behavior in the Graduate School of Business at Stanford University. 

He is well known for his “How to Make Ideas Stick” course and book that explain why certain ideas survive and 

prosper – stick – in the social marketplace of ideas, without marketing dollars, PR assistance or the attention of 

leaders. His research helps companies design more effective messages. Mr. Heath’s work has been published 

in numerous professional journals and popular magazines, and he has appeared on NPR and National 

Geographic specials. 

Thursday, May 29
Networking Breakfast

Poverty-Reduction Models and Tools
A continuation of our break-out sessions, with an opportunity to attend four of 20 sessions offered.

Exhibit Hall

Luncheon Presentation
Learn about what truly needs to happen to make changes in how poverty is addressed in America. 

Evening Film Series

Friday, May 30
Exhibit Hall

“How to Change Policy”: Interactive Session with a Keynote Speaker 

Community-Builder Institute
Back by Popular Demand! This half-day program features two powerful, interactive workshops with proven 

community processes and activities for reducing poverty long term. Choose to attend one of these two 

workshops: Inclusive Decision Making or Identifying and Developing Community Assets. The workshop fee is $50, 

which includes lunch. Pre-registration is required. The workshops were filled to capacity at our last conference, 

so act quickly to reserve your spot.
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In just three years, this national conference has become a “must attend” event for service 
providers, private citizens, policymakers, business and civic leaders, educators, researchers,  
faith leaders and more – anyone looking for community-focused strategies to reduce poverty.

Grassroots & Groundwork offers:

Register early! The first 150 registrants will receive a free copy of “Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive  
and Others Die,” by featured conference speaker Chip Heath. You’ll receive your book when you sign in at  
the conference so you can ask Mr. Heath to personally sign your copy!

Find out more and register today at www.grassrootsandgroundwork.org.
Save $50! Register by May 15, 2008.

Don’t miss this opportunity to share, learn and connect!

•	� 20 break-out sessions showcasing successful 
community-focused models and tools for reducing 
poverty long term – presented by the people who 
make it happen.

•	� A half-day Community-Builder Institute featuring 
two interactive workshops with proven processes 
and activities that communities can use to reduce 
poverty and grow prosperity.

•	� Insightful speakers.

•	 �Documentary films on poverty in America. 

•	� Online poverty-reduction tools demonstrated in  
a daily exhibit hall.

•	� Convenient location near the Mall of America, 
several of Minnesota’s famed 10,000 lakes with 
walking and biking trails, picturesque golf courses 
and other popular Minneapolis attractions. 
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